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RESOLUTIONS 
Dozens of resolutions were submitted at our March 26th Precinct caucuses. Our Resolutions Committee reviewed and 
compiled them into 21 properly formatted resolutions for consideration at the Clark County Convention on May 1, 2016 
after the Legislative District Caucuses have ended.  

Applicable	  Convention	  Rules	  for	  Resolutions	  Consideration	  

1.   A	  motion	  to	  table	  shall	  be	  out	  of	  order. 
2.   Procedure	  for	  the	  Report	  of	  the	  Resolutions	  Committee,	  and	  	  for	  resolutions,	  shall	  be	  as	  follows:	  

a.   No	  resolutions,	  or	  amendments	  to	  resolutions,	  will	  be	  accepted	  from	  the	  floor	  
b.   Immediately	  following	  the	  presentation	  of	  the	  Resolutions	  Committee	  report,	  the	  Chair	  shall	  call	  for	  unanimous	  consent	  to	  

the	  Committee’s	  recommendations.	  Any	  delegate	  may	  ask	  that	  a	  resolution	  be	  removed	  from	  the	  consent	  calendar.	  The	  
chair	  will	  place	  that	  resolution	  in	  line	  for	  debate.	  	  

c.   The	  Chairman	  shall	  call	  for	  acceptance	  of	  all	  resolutions	  on	  the	  unanimous	  consent	  calendar.	  No	  second	  is	  necessary.	  
d.   The	  chairman	  will	  then	  call	  up	  each	  resolution	  in	  line	  for	  debate.	  Debate	  on	  resolutions	  shall	  be	  limited	  to	  two	  speakers	  for	  

and	  two	  against,	  alternating	  sides.	  	  Speeches	  are	  limited	  to	  one	  minute	  each.	  The	  Time	  Keeper	  will	  notify	  speakers	  when	  
their	  time	  is	  elapsed.	  	  
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1. Civil and Human Rights 

1.1   Support the Muslim Reform Movement 

WHEREAS national security has become a top priority for most voters after the increasing attacks by ISIS in Paris, Brussels, 
San Bernardino and Chattanooga.  National Security and diversity are both important election issues in 2016, therefore 
the Democratic Party needs to develop a reasonable position on dealing with the radical ideology which has been 
nurtured by the Muslim world over the past century; 

WHEREAS the Democratic Party platform stands firmly for diversity and minority inclusion in the American political 
landscape and values secularism, feminism, and civil rights;   

WHEREAS given the sensitivity of this matter, any long-term resolution has to be driven by Muslims themselves.  Genuine 
Muslim liberals – secularists, human rights activists, feminists, and other minority communities within the Muslim 
population hold the key within the Muslim consciousness to reform the less tolerant forces of theocracy which fuel 
radicalization; 

WHEREAS the Muslim Reform Movement has emerged as a bipartisan Muslim coalition which includes mainstream 
American Muslims of all political persuasions and is positioned as a diverse group of organizations which can be an 
invaluable resource to broadening the diversity of Muslims that our party engages.  The groups in this movement 
especially tap into essential modern liberal Muslim reformers; 

WHEREAS the Muslim Reform Movement has adopted a Declaration which explicitly defines nonpartisan pathways that 
use honesty and balance to fight the extremism of political Islam.  The Declaration, while supporting Human Rights and 
separation of religion and politics, rejects the idea of establishing an Islamic State and condemns the ideologies of violent 
jihad and capital punishments for blasphemy and apostasy; 

WHEREAS the Declaration upholds and matches core Democratic Party values;  

WHEREAS the Declaration of the Muslim Reform Movement states in total: 

PREAMBLE: We are Muslims who live in the 21st century. We stand for a respectful, merciful and inclusive interpretation 
of Islam. We are in a battle for the soul of Islam, and an Islamic renewal must defeat the ideology of Islamism, or 
politicized Islam, which seeks to create Islamic states, as well as an Islamic Caliphate. We seek to reclaim the progressive 
spirit with which Islam was born in the 7th century to fast forward it into the 21st century. We support the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which was adopted by United Nations member states in 1948. We reject interpretations of 
Islam that call for any violence, social injustice or politicized Islam. Facing the threat of terrorism, intolerance, and social 
injustice in the name of Islam, we have reflected on how we can transform our communities based on three principles: 
peace, human rights and secular governance. We announce the formation of an international initiative: The Muslim 
Reform Movement. We have courageous reformers from around the world who have written our Declaration for Muslim 
Reform, a living document that we will continue to enhance as our journey continues. We invite our fellow Muslims and 
neighbors to join us. 

A. Peace: National Security, Counterterrorism and Foreign Policy 

1.   We stand for universal peace, love and compassion. We reject violent jihad. We believe we must target the 
ideology of violent Islamist extremism in order to liberate individuals from the scourge of oppression and 
terrorism both in Muslim-majority societies and in the West. 

2.   We stand for the protection of all people of all faiths and non-faith who seek freedom from dictatorships, 
theocracies and Islamist extremists. 

3.   We reject bigotry, oppression and violence against all people based on any prejudice, including ethnicity, 
gender, language, belief, religion, sexual orientation and gender expression. 

B. Human Rights: Women's Rights and Minority Rights 

1.   We stand for human rights and justice. We support equal rights and dignity for all people, including minorities. 
We support the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. 

2.   We reject tribalism, castes, monarchies and patriarchies and consider all people equal with no birth rights other 
than human rights. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. Muslims don't have an 
exclusive right to "heaven." 
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3.   We support equal rights for women, including equal rights to inheritance, witness, work, mobility, personal law, 
education, and employment. Men and women have equal rights in mosques, boards, leadership and all spheres 
of society. We reject sexism and misogyny. 

C. Secular Governance: Freedom of Speech and Religion 

1.   We are for secular governance, democracy and liberty. We are against political movements in the name of 
religion. We separate mosque and state. We are loyal to the nations in which we live. We reject the idea of the 
Islamic state. There is no need for an Islamic Caliphate. We oppose institutionalized Sharia. Sharia is man-made. 

2.   We believe in life, joy, free speech and the beauty all around us. Every individual has the right to publicly express 
criticism of Islam. Ideas do not have rights. Human beings have rights. We reject blasphemy laws. They are a 
cover for the restriction of freedom of speech and religion. We affirm every individual's right to participate 
equally in ijtihad, or critical thinking, and we seek a revival of ijtihad. 

3.   We believe in freedom of religion and the right of all people to express and practice their faith, or non-faith, 
without threat of intimidation, persecution, discrimination or violence. Apostasy is not a crime. Our ummah--our 
community--is not just Muslims, but all of humanity. 

We stand for peace, human rights and secular governance. Please stand with us! 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clark County Democratic Convention attendees endorse the Declaration and 
recommend its adoption by the Washington State Democratic Party. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to all federal elected representatives of 
Washington State. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that all Washington State Democrats be encouraged to contact members of our 
congressional delegation to express strong support for the Declaration and its adoption in formulating policy for National 
Security, Counterterrorism and Foreign Relations. 
 

2. Economic Justice 

2.1 Raise The Top Marginal Tax Rate 

WHEREAS the concentration of wealth is bad for our economy and our democracy; 

WHEREAS the federal government is obliged to aid America’s poor and to protect America’s environment and natural 
and human resources, but funding to do so is nearing depletion;  

WHEREAS common sense and morality dictate that those who are the wealthiest, often by exploiting public natural 
resources, can most afford to pay their share of taxes and should do so; 

WHEREAS middle class working people pay 25-35% of their wages in taxes, but those with enough wealth to invest pay 
only 15% on the capital gains from their investments; 

WHEREAS the Capital Gains Tax was 25% under Eisenhower and Kennedy, 26.9% under Johnson, up to 36.5% under 
Nixon, 39.875% under Ford, 28% under Carter, 28% under Reagan, 28.93% under George H.W. Bush, and 21.19% under 
Bill Clinton.  It was dropped to 15.35% under George Bush, and has been maintained at 15% under President Obama. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that all Clark County Democrats urge their state legislators and senators, as well as their 
congressional representatives to develop a progressive tax system that taxes both earned and unearned income at the 
same rate. 

 

2.2 Establish A Statewide Tiered Minimum Wage 

WHEREAS minimum wage in Washington state and across the country is out of step with the rate of inflation, and should 
have reached $21.75/hour by now according to a study by The Center for Economic and Policy Research; 

WHEREAS the Cost of Living varies based on geographical location; 

WHEREAS those working full-time at the current minimum wage are below the poverty line; 

WHEREAS the City of Seattle has already established a $15 minimum wage in response to the minimum wage disparity in 
Washington State; 
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WHEREAS the City of San Francisco raised the minimum wage in 2015 and has experienced positive job growth; 

WHEREAS the state of Oregon has passed a similar tiered minimum wage system; 

WHEREAS according to the US Dept. of Labor, the Federal Minimum Wage has been increased 22 times since 1938.  
However, real Gross Domestic Product (GDP), which is a measurement of how healthy the economy is, has steadily risen 
even when the minimum wage has been increased; 

WHEREAS a July 2015 Dept. of Labor survey found that three out of five business owners with employees support a 
gradual increase to $12/hr. This survey reports that owners say an increase “would immediately put more money in the 
pocket of low wage workers who will then spend the money on things like housing, food and gas. This boost in demand 
for goods and services will help stimulate the economy and will help create opportunities”;  

WHEREAS academic Research has shown that higher wages sharply reduce employee turnover, which reduces 
employment and training costs; 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  that we, the members of the Clark County Democratic Party, urge our elected officials to 
establish a tiered minimum wage system of $15.00/hour for those living in an urban area, a minimum wage of $13.75 for 
those living in a suburban area and $12.75 for those living in a rural area. 
THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we, the Clark County Democratic Party, urge our elected officials to ensure 
that the state minimum wage does not fall out of sync with the rate of inflation. 
 
2.3 Classify Circus Arts as Performing Arts 

WHEREAS circus arts are historically one of the longest-running traditions in the performing arts in the United States and 
worldwide; 

WHEREAS the State of Washington is home to over a dozen circus arts organizations, including Wenatchee Youth Circus, 
the Bellingham Circus Guild, Seattle’s Cascade Youth Circus, and Olympia’s The Aviary; 

WHEREAS Washington State is also home to the School of Acrobatics & New Circus Arts, SANCA, which is the largest 
circus school in the nation, serving more than 1,000 students weekly, including three youth performing groups and 
professional development and artists-in-residence programs; 

WHEREAS in the last year alone, there have been well over 500 circus arts performances across Washington State 
presented by these and other organizations; 

WHEREAS circus arts feature and promote many artistic attributes, combining creativity, physical movement, artistic 
expression, strength, dance, costuming, and music; 

WHEREAS circus, is by its very nature, a performance art; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Clark County Democrats support classifying circus arts as artistic 
performance; 

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that we, the Clark County Democrats, support that a copy of this resolution be 
forwarded to the Washington State Democratic Party for consideration and to Governor Jay Inslee, all Democratic 
members of the House and Senate of the Washington State Legislature, Secretary of State Kim Wyman, the Washington 
State Arts Alliance, the Washington State Arts Commission, and 4Culture. 
 

3. Education 

3.1 Comply with the McCleary Decision on State Education Funding 

WHEREAS our state constitution mandates that “It is the paramount duty of the state to make ample provision for the 
education of all children residing within its borders”; 

WHEREAS the State Supreme Court has unanimously ruled that our state constitution accordingly “confers on children in 
Washington a positive constitutional right to an amply funded education,” with that ample funding being “considerably 
more than just adequate”; 

WHEREAS the State Supreme Court has unanimously ruled that our state is violating that constitutional right, and that 
paramount duty means “the State must amply provide for the education of all Washington children as the State’s first and 
highest priority before any other State programs or operations”; 
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WHEREAS the State Supreme Court has ordered that the state’s complete plan must amply fund the actual cost of K-12 
education, including, for example, the actual cost of recruiting and retaining teachers, administrators, and staff, and the 
actual cost of constructing facilities required to reduce K-3 class sizes to 17 students and to expand kindergarten from 
half-day to full-day; 

WHEREAS the legislature has been ordered to fully provide that ample funding by no later than the 2017-2018 school 
year, and has been repeatedly ordered to produce its complete plan for doing so; 

WHEREAS the Supreme Court last year ruled the State Legislature in contempt of court for its repeated failure to produce 
the court-ordered ample funding plan; 

WHEREAS the Supreme Court imposed a $100,000-a-day contempt sanction on the state for the legislature’s continued 
failure to produce the court-ordered ample funding plan; 

WHEREAS we expect citizens and students in our school districts to obey the law, and we should expect no less of our 
state officials; 

WHEREAS the education of our students cannot afford any more delays; 

WHEREAS the Economic Opportunity Institute (EOI) has estimated that the lowest 20% of taxpayers by income in 
Washington State pay 17.6% of their income for taxes while the top 1% pays only 2.6%; 

WHEREAS studies say that economists are concerned about rising levels of inequality because the rich save more than 
the poor, and the more they have, the more they’ll save.  Money that’s being saved isn’t being spent, which means less 
business for everyone.  In turn, that means less work for everybody, creating a lethargic economy; 

WHEREAS the three most important taxes in Washington State are ‘regressive’ taxes.  A regressive tax is a tax that 
impacts the poor more than the rich. These taxes are sales, business and occupation (paid on the gross income, not the 
net), and the property tax (which has some progressive features, but is paid indirectly by renters as well as owners); 

WHEREAS if the tax burden increases on the poor, they will spend less and our economy will suffer.  However, these 
negative effects will be considerably less if taxes are raised on the rich; 

WHEREAS the State Legislature could help fund education by instituting a 1% income tax with a ‘large’ exemption that 
would protect those in lower income brackets.  This would not ruin our economy and would not create a huge burden on 
affected taxpayers; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clark County Democrats send this resolution to our state legislators with a 
request that our State Legislature promptly and fully comply with the Supreme Court’s order in the McCleary case. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that our legislators be urged to pass a plan for the ample state funding of 
education through the institution of a 1% income tax on high income earners. 

 

3.2 Guarantee High School Skill Centers the Same Funding as Public Schools 

WHEREAS vocational skill centers that prepare students for careers in dentistry, food services, cosmetology, automotive 
skills, airplane building, construction and other such careers have drop-out rates of less than 1/10 of one percent; 

WHEREAS skill centers cannot rely on local levies for additional financing as public schools do, and so they need to raise 
additional revenue through foundations, special dinners and other fundraisers; 

WHEREAS skill center instructors tend to devote many hours working without pay to keep their programs afloat; 

WHEREAS skill centers create beneficial community relations by providing restaurant dining, beautician services, auto, 
financial, dental, and many other services to the public;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democrats advocate with their state legislators to give 
skill centers the same government funding as the public schools. 
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4. Energy and the Environment 

4.1 Create and Fund Humane Wildlife Rehabilitation Centers 

WHEREAS the state must fund humane solutions for sick, injured or orphaned wildlife, because it has an obligation to 
these animals; 

WHEREAS these animals deserve humane treatment rather than be left to suffer and die untreated;  

WHEREAS more than 1100 wildlife-vehicle collisions are reported to the Washington State Patrol (WSP) each year; 

WHEREAS the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) removes an average of nearly 3500 deer and 
elk carcasses from Washington highways annually; 

WHEREAS vehicle collisions with wildlife can reduce wildlife populations, which can be a concern for rare or sensitive 
species; 

WHEREAS the Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) manages wildlife on a population level rather than for individuals 
and does not currently provide wildlife rehabilitation services; 

WHEREAS wildlife rehabilitators, including veterinarians, are volunteers.  By law, they may not charge for their services 
except by donation. They are not on call 24 hours/day and many incur personal expenses for every animal they care for; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democratic Party urge their state legislators to 
establish a program to develop wildlife rehabilitation centers in each county to provide appropriate veterinary care and 
humane euthanasia services for all sick, injured and orphaned animals recovered by the public, Humane Society or Animal 
Control. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all Clark County Democrats urge our state legislators to fully fund such 
wildlife rehabilitation centers for these services through the Fish and Wildlife Department. 

 

4.2 Nuclear Energy Is Still a Bad Idea 

WHEREAS the effects of Japan's Fukushima nuclear reactors have yet to be resolved; 

WHEREAS the Hanford Site is home to an estimated 81 square miles of contaminated groundwater; 

WHEREAS there are currently 31 states that use utilize nuclear power and many ship their nuclear waste to be stored at 
Hanford; 

WHEREAS the US Department of Energy has legal responsibility for the transportation of waste and construction of 
storage facilities, but there is no viable plan for long-term waste management; 

WHEREAS the long-term effects of nuclear waste on the environment are devastating to the ecosystem and often take 
several decades to recover; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democrats urge their elected officials to introduce 
legislation supporting the safe management of long-term nuclear waste. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democrats encourage state leaders to clean 
up the country's nuclear waste and store it in the safest possible repositories. 

 

4.3 Support the Construction of Geothermal Power Plants 

WHEREAS scientific consensus has established that climate change is occurring; 

WHEREAS scientific consensus has established that climate change represents a clear and present danger to the health of 
our environment and the well-being of our nation; 

WHEREAS scientific consensus has established that the primary cause of climate change is man-made emissions of carbon 
dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels; 

WHEREAS the majority of electrical power generation (66%) in the United States comes from burning fossil fuels; 

WHEREAS to reduce carbon dioxide emissions we must find new sources of electric power generation; 
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WHEREAS our national economy depends on a reliable, sustainable supply of electricity to power our factories, homes, 
and transportation system; 

WHEREAS the Pacific Northwest, like Iceland which derives all of its electricity from geothermal power sources, has 
abundant geothermal resources; 

WHEREAS generating electricity from geothermal sources does not emit carbon dioxide or other gasses responsible for 
climate change; 

WHEREAS geothermal power production causes minimal disruption to the surrounding environment; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Clark County Democratic Party urge our legislators to support 
the development of safe, carbon-free, geothermal generating facilities in the Pacific Northwest and elsewhere. 

 

4.4 We Must Immediately Address the Climate Change Emergency 

WHEREAS: climate change is causing immense human suffering, the wholesale extinction of millions of species, and the 
disruption and destruction of the ecosystems of our natural world;  

WHEREAS, the window of opportunity to forestall climate change is rapidly closing, and requires immediate attention 
from all citizens; 

WHEREAS, the average global temperature has risen approximately 1.6 degrees Fahrenheit since the dawn of the 
Industrial Revolution about a century ago.  It is widely accepted by scientists that an increase of 2 degrees F is the point 
where carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere is at the proverbial "point of no return."  At the current rate of 
increase in carbon dioxide emissions, we will reach that threshold by 2042; 

WHEREAS: it is necessary to reduce our country’s net greenhouse gas emissions 100 percent by 2025, eliminate fracking, 
and implement safe, far-reaching measures to remove greenhouse gasses from the atmosphere until a safe, balanced, 
livable and sustainable climate is restored; 

WHEREAS: studies by the University of Washington regarding the causes, impacts, and effects of climate change on 
Washington State have concluded that:   

• Human activities have increased atmospheric levels of greenhouse gases to levels unprecedented in at least 
the past 800,000 years;   

• Washington has experienced long-term warming, a lengthening of the frost-free season and more frequent 
nighttime heat waves.  Sea level is rising along most of Washington’s coast. Coastal ocean acidity has increased, 
glacial area and spring snowpack have declined, and peak stream flows in many rivers have shifted to earlier in 
the year;   

• There are three key areas of risk: changes in the natural timing of water availability, sea level rise and ocean 
acidity, and increased forest mortality.  These will likely bring significant consequences for the economy, 
infrastructure, natural systems, and human health of the region;   

• Decisions made today about greenhouse gas emissions will have a significant effect on the amount of warming 
that will occur after mid-century;   

WHEREAS: studies conducted by the University of Oregon found that the effects of climate change on water supplies, 
public health, coastal and storm damage, wildfires, and other impacts, will cost Washington almost $10 billion per year 
after 2020 unless we take immediate action to mitigate these effects;   

WHEREAS: studies conducted for the Western Climate Initiative indicated that a program to limit carbon emissions, 
implemented through market mechanisms, would result in a net increase of 19,300 jobs and increased economic output 
of $3.3 billion in Washington by 2020;   

WHEREAS: actions to reduce the state’s carbon pollution emissions will improve the state’s energy independence and the 
strength and competitiveness of the state's economy by:   

• Improving job growth in clean energy businesses and technologies, increasing energy efficiency, reducing 
costs and increasing productivity, and improving competitiveness in manufacturing, transportation, agriculture, 
and building operations;   
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• Helping farm and forest landowners to provide the raw material for cleaner energy fuels while also providing a 
means to offset carbon emissions; 

• Increasing energy efficiency investments that will benefit consumers and ratepayers while growing jobs in 
construction and associated sectors;   

WHEREAS: technologies already exist to begin a rapid decrease in carbon emissions through implementing conservation 
and energy efficiency measures, and building renewable energy infrastructure rather than continuing to build fossil fuel 
infrastructure that only increases the problem; 

WHEREAS: the seriousness of global climate change is such that addressing climate change and reducing greenhouse 
gasses from the atmosphere must be a top foreign and domestic priority; 

WHEREAS: the Washington State legislature did not move forward on climate action in 2015 or 2016; 

WHEREAS: Governor Jay Inslee has directed the state Department of Ecology to step up enforcement of existing state 
pollution laws and develop a regulatory cap on carbon emissions to force a significant reduction in air pollution.  This will 
be the centerpiece of Inslee’s strategy to make sure the state meets its statutory emission limits set by the Legislature in 
2008. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the members of the Clark County Democratic Party show support for Gov. Jay 
Inslee’s Carbon Tax Plan by communicating their support to elected state legislators and senators; 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that Clark County Democrats encourage our leaders at all levels to rapidly 
expand our carbon-neutral energy and agricultural systems, conduct ground-breaking research, and implement large-
scale adaptation measures to address climate change. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: that the Clark County Democrats distribute a copy of this resolution to our state 
legislators and port commissioners, and encourage them to implement a carbon tax to raise revenue for jobs in 
conservation and renewables, to assist communities most impacted by the tax, to fight climate change, and to subsidize 
the use of electric cars. 

 

4.5 Reject the Vancouver Oil Terminal and Other Fossil Fuel Projects in Washington State 

WHEREAS the Tesoro Corporation and Savage Companies, operating as Vancouver Energy, want to install the biggest 
oil-by-rail facility in the country on the western edge of downtown Vancouver using Bakken Crude Oil; 

WHEREAS Bakken Crude is highly flammable, causing numerous explosions in the past few years and killing 47 people in 
Lac Megantic, Quebec, when several oil cars derailed and exploded; 

WHEREAS this oil is being transported in unsafe railcars that can puncture and explode at speeds of only 12-18 mph;  

WHEREAS the oil trains pose both an accident risk and a terrorism risk by transporting Bakken Crude through the center 
of every major city in Washington, through the Columbia Gorge Scenic area, and along I-5.  This project endangers 
everyone in our community and state in the case of explosions and derailments; 

WHEREAS the oil from the proposed terminal would increase ship traffic across the Columbia River Bar into the Pacific 
Ocean, an area known as “the Graveyard of the Pacific.” It is the most dangerous river bar in the world, and site of many 
shipwrecks; 

WHEREAS even one oil spill will do too much damage to our Columbia River and local natural environment, fouling 
beaches and killing wildlife; 

WHEREAS over 100 local Vancouver business owners have expressed their opposition to the oil terminal due to the threat 
it poses to their businesses and the local economy;  

WHEREAS the oil terminal threatens the large amounts of money that have been invested to revitalize downtown 
Vancouver, which created jobs and encouraged new businesses to move into the area; 

WHEREAS Clark County’s and Washington’s economies depend greatly on recreation, eco-tourism and historic tourism, 
all based on a clean environment.  Those jobs served by restaurants, gas stations, motels, historic sites, vacation rentals, 
boating, fishing, equipment rentals, etc. are threatened by the pollution, oil spills, potential derailments and explosions 
and the decline in the natural beauty of our area; 
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WHEREAS the threatened jobs at our small local businesses and the tourism industry far outweigh the minute number of 
jobs that would be created by the oil terminal; 

WHEREAS the Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council, which is reviewing the draft environmental 
impact statement on the oil terminal, has received 275,000 comments, almost all opposing the oil terminal.  This is the 
highest number of comments ever received by EFSEC; 

WHEREAS Vancouver Energy and the Vancouver Port Commissioners have not acted in the best interests of the 
community in developing the oil terminal contract.  The Vancouver Port Commissioners have held numerous closed-door 
meetings and approved the oil terminal contract before holding any public meetings on the matter; 

WHEREAS the Texas-based oil company Tesoro has a well-documented track record in Washington of meddling at the 
ballot box, funneling money to shadowy special interest groups, financing anti-climate campaigns, and bankrolling Tim 
Eyman initiatives; 

WHEREAS Tesoro has a poor safety record.  Federal Investigators gave the company 39 citations of “willful” indifference 
to safety hazards at its Anacortes, WA site after 7 workers were killed in a 2010 explosion.  The company is among the top 
100 toxic polluters nationally, while spending large sums of political money to fight climate change legislation at both the 
state and federal level.  Tesoro opposed union-supported efforts to get the company to disclose more information about 
its safety practices and risks.  Tesoro barred the gates to federal safety inspectors after a burst pipe at a California refinery 
sprayed two workers in the face with sulfuric acid.  Though the workers were helicoptered to a hospital and treated for 
burns, Tesoro called its employees’ injuries “minor”; 

WHEREAS the terms of the oil terminal lease allow either the Port or Vancouver Energy to terminate the 10-year 
agreement without “further cost or obligation” if the project isn’t approved and permitted by Aug 1, 2016;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democratic Party write to the Vancouver Port 
Commissioners at 3103 NW Lower River Road, Vancouver, WA 98660, call them at 360-693-3611, or email them at 
info@portvanusa.com or to urge them to terminate the lease with Vancouver Energy before Aug. 1, 2016. 

 

5. Foreign Policy 

5.1 The U.S. Should Withdraw from NAFTA/WTO/CAFTA, As Well as Refuse to Pass or Ratify the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Trade Deal (TTP) 

WHEREAS the U.S. trade deficit has tripled since the signing of the Korean Trade Deal in 2012;  

WHEREAS the global trade agreements under NAFTA, WTO, and CAFTA have enriched multinational corporations, but 
have negatively affected workers, family farmers, and the environment; 

WHEREAS the TPP, written for global profiteers wanting extra-legal powers, promises more of the same and worse.  The 
TPP is privatization on steroids.  It establishes quasi-judicial tribunals that will hear disputes rather than actual government 
courts.  It incorporates an investor-state scenario where corporations can sue governments if they see a loss in profits, 
with the U.S. taxpayers being forced to foot the bill; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we, the members of the Clark County Democratic Party, urge our congressional 
representatives and senators to support the withdrawal of NAFTA, WTO, CAFTA, and to deny passage/ratification of the 
TPP or any other trade “deal” which undermines authentic fair trade, safe worker rights, human rights, and sound 
environmental principles. 

  

6. Health Care 

6.1 We Still Want Single Payer Health Care 

WHEREAS while the Affordable Care Act (ACA) has made some in-roads, too many individuals who now have insurance 
still can’t afford to go to the doctor because of co-pays on top of monthly insurance costs; 

WHEREAS a citizen should not have to choose between food on the table or a mounting medical bills, especially for 
those who need repeat visits to one’s doctor or medical clinic for special health concerns; 
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WHEREAS some health concerns are woefully unaddressed by insurance companies, such as waiting lists for specialty 
medical care; 

WHEREAS by eliminating the health insurance industry, we would save billions each year in administrative costs and 
profits; 

WHEREAS drug research would improve and drugs would be cheaper under single payer health care (as is the case in 
other countries which have single payer buying power); 

WHEREAS single payer health care would allow for one to see any doctor or check into any hospital in the United States; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Clark County Democratic Party urge our elected officials to 
support legislation that promotes a single payer health care system for all Americans. 

 

6.2 Support and Fund Planned Parenthood 

WHEREAS Planned Parenthood funding has been under constant attack at both the federal and state level and 
government restrictions have left many people without affordable or accessible birth control; 

WHEREAS Planned Parenthood provides the ONLY health care to low-income women in many areas; 

WHEREAS it's important to note that federal dollars are not used to provide abortions except in cases of rape, incest or 
threat to the mother’s health; 

WHEREAS these defunding attacks threaten the Title X program, which was founded in 1970.  It is the only federal grant 
program dedicated solely to providing individuals with comprehensive family planning and preventive health services, 
particularly to low-income families.  Preventative health services include breast and cervical cancer screenings, HIV 
prevention education, pregnancy diagnosis and counseling; 

WHEREAS the consequences of defunding Planned Parenthood are clearly devastating.  Cutting off millions of women 
from care they have no other way to afford places them at risk of sickness and death.  More women will have unintended 
pregnancies.  More women will develop cancer that will be diagnosed too late for them to receive life-saving treatment.  
More women will suffer from sexually transmitted diseases which can cause health problems for them and their babies; 

WHEREAS a woman’s health shouldn’t have to suffer simply because she is poor; 

WHEREAS since 1963, Planned Parenthood of the Columbia-Willamette has been providing affordable, quality, 
confidential reproductive health care to local women, men, and teens, regardless of personal circumstances or ability to 
pay; 

WHEREAS Planned Parenthood makes up 10 percent of publicly supported family planning centers, according to the 
Guttmacher Institute, but they serve 36 percent of clients who seek out such services; 

WHEREAS the nation — through the work of Planned Parenthood and others — has reduced the percentage of 
unintended pregnancies and abortions, and now pregnancies among teenagers are at a 40-year low; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democrats contact their congressional representatives 
and senators to support full funding to Planned Parenthood and oppose all funding cuts to this valuable health care 
provider. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democrats advocate for support of Planned 
Parenthood by writing letters to the editor, educating their friends about the benefits provided to our society by Planned 
Parenthood, and donating money to Planned Parenthood. 

 

7. Government and Political Reform 

7.1 Amend the U.S. Constitution to Overturn Citizen’s United v FEC 

WHEREAS a constitutional amendment to overturn the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Citizen’s United v the Federal 
Elections Commission would establish that corporations do not have the same as individuals; 

WHEREAS the First Amendment was intended to protect the interests of citizens, not corporations, and Citizens United 
has granted corporations unprecedented leverage over elected officials as well as airwaves via millions spent in campaign 
ads; 
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WHEREAS there is no way to fully escape the damage from Citizen’s United unless it is reversed; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Clark County Democratic Party urge their senators and 
congressional members to support that amendment of the U.S. Constitution to overturn Citizen’s United. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we send a copy of this resolution to all democratic congressmen and 
senators who represent the State of Washington, and urge them to support such an amendment. 

 

7.2 Pass Initiative 735 on this Year’s Ballot 

WHEREAS the US Supreme Court, in its decisions in Citizens United v FEC and Buckley v Valeo, construed the spending 
of money by individuals, corporations and special interests in elections as protected free speech under the First 
Amendment of the Constitution of the United States; 

WHEREAS previous US Supreme Court decisions have eroded the authority of government to regulate campaign 
contributions and expenditures; 

WHEREAS the prompt disclosure of all political contributions and expenditures in a manner accessible to voters prior to 
elections is in the best interest of holding free and fair elections; 

WHEREAS Initiative 735 seeks to make Washington the 17th state calling for a US constitutional amendment to overturn 
US Supreme Court decisions that threaten our democracy; 

WHEREAS the Washington State Democratic Central Committee has previously endorsed I-735 and its provisions 
identified as follows: 

1.   The rights listed and acknowledged in the Constitution of the United States are the rights of individual human 
beings only; 

2.   The judiciary shall not construe the spending of money to be free speech under the First Amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States; 

3.   Federal, state and local governments shall be fully empowered to regulate political contributions and 
expenditures to ensure that no person or artificial legal entity gains undue influence over government and the 
political process; 

4.   All political contributions and expenditures shall be disclosed promptly and in a manner accessible to voters 
prior to elections; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of each Legislative District, County and State Democratic Party pass 
endorsement resolutions in their jurisdictions and encourage all voters to vote for I-735. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of each Legislative District, County and State Democratic 
Party urge their elected officials to endorse I-735. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED to urge Democrats represented by Republicans to contact their representatives 
and urge them to support I-735. 

 

7.3 Reinstate the Glass-Steagall Act 

WHEREAS the Glass-Steagall Act of 1933 was brought into being as a response to the 1929 stock market crash, 
stipulating that investment banks should be separate from commercial banks; 

WHEREAS Goldman Sachs became a “bank” in one weekend after having been an investment bank; 

WHEREAS not to keep these institutions separate puts the whole economy at risk, a fact the U.S. citizenry have 
understood for many years; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Clark County Democratic Party will urge our U.S. senators, Patty 
Murray and Maria Cantwell, and our congresswoman, Jaime Herrera-Beutler, to support reinstatement of the Glass-
Steagall Act. 

 

 

 



CLARK	  COUNTY	  2016	  CONVENTION	  RESOLUTIONS	   	   VERSION	  1	  (Rev	  4/17/2016)	  
	  

Page 12 of 14 

7.4 The Senate Has Failed to Fulfill Its Duties Under Article 2 of the Constitution 

WHEREAS it is clear that the current Majority Senate leadership and majority members are on public record as opposing 
Article 2 of the Constitution to which they have sworn to uphold; 

WHEREAS Article 2 states that “He (the President) shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
make treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and 
all other officers of the United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 
established by law: but the Congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, in 
the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of departments;” 

WHEREAS there have been immediate and repeated public declarations of intent to oppose and refuse fulfillment of their 
duties to provide advice and consent of the said appointee(s) to the Supreme Court as prescribed in Article 2 of the 
Constitution of the United States; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clark County Democrats send a letter thanking our senators, Patty Murray and 
Maria Cantwell, for their willingness to provide timely advice and consent on President Obama’s Supreme Court nominee. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that members of the Clark County Democrats encourage all party members and 
citizens to write to Senate Majority leader Mitch McConnell at Washington Office 

317 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510, Phone: (202) 224-2541,  

reminding him of his responsibility to fulfill his duty under Article 2 of the Constitution of the United States. 
 

8. Law and Justice 

8.1 Abolish the Death Penalty Throughout the United States 

WHEREAS there is no evidence that executions deter crime; 

WHEREAS more than 150 men and women have been released from death row since 1978, having been proven to be 
innocent, and since 2014 it has been proven that at least four men were executed who were innocent; 

WHEREAS as of Jan 1, 2016, there were 2,943 death row inmates;  

WHEREAS a report from the General Accounting Office concluded that those who murdered whites are more likely to be 
sentenced to death than those who murdered blacks; 

WHEREAS politics and the quality of legal counsel as well as location of the crime are often determining factors in the use 
of the death penalty; 

WHEREAS 140 nations worldwide have abandoned the death penalty leaving the United States in the company of Iraq, 
Iran, North Korea and China as advocates and users of the death penalty; 

WHEREAS 19 states in the U.S. and the District of Columbia have already abolished the death penalty and 4 have a 
governor-imposed moratorium on it; 

WHEREAS a death penalty trial is 20 times more expensive than a trial seeking life without parole; 

WHEREAS many people believe the death penalty violates the 8th Amendment to the United States Constitution 
prohibiting cruel and unusual punishment however it is carried out; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Clark County democrats advocate for the abolishment of the death penalty and for 
commuting the sentences of people currently on death row throughout the United States and its territories to life in 
prison without the possibility of parole. 

 

8.2 Support Initiative 1491 On the 2016 Ballot: Extreme Risk Protection Orders 

WHEREAS gun injuries and deaths in Washington State are a significant public health problem with approximately 600 
people killed by guns each year over the past decade.  In 2014 more people in Washington State died by guns (702) than 
in traffic accidents (583); 

WHEREAS a majority of mass shooters have shown signs of serious crisis prior to taking fatal action and nearly 80% of 
those attempting suicide make their intentions known before an attempt; 
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WHEREAS family members and law enforcement officers are often in the best position to see the warning signs of 
violence.  Extreme Risk Protection Orders would give them a tool to prevent a tragedy before it happens; 

WHEREAS the current Washington State Democratic Central Committee platform supports “stringent enforcement the 
laws regulating the purchase and ownership of firearms, while respecting the rights of responsible gun owners”; 

WHEREAS Initiative 1491 is an initiative to the people of Washington that would create Extreme Risk Protection Orders.  
These would allow families and law enforcement officers to petition a court to temporarily remove or suspend a person’s 
access to firearms if there is documented evidence that an individual is threatening harm to themselves or others or if they 
are at high risk of violent behavior;  

WHEREAS Initiative 1491 is modeled on successful laws around the country and is based on the well-established 
Washington State system of protection in order to fill gaps in the system that allow people experiencing crisis or 
demonstrating violent behavior to possess and purchase firearms;  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  that the members of the Clark County Democrats support the passage of Initiative 1491 
and urge other Washington State democratic organizations to do the same. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  that the members of the Clark County Democrats urge the voters of 
Washington State to pass Initiative 1491 creating Extreme Risk Protection Orders, which will prevent gun-related 
tragedies by legally removing guns from dangerous hands.  

 

9. Party Affairs 

9.1 Direct the WSDCC Executive Board and Staff to Work Toward Replacing the Presidential Preference Caucus with a 
Primary 

WHEREAS the platform of the Democratic Party of the State of Washington under “Government and Political Reform” 
states that we are committed to a representative democracy that encourages maximum active participation and a voting 
process that is fair, transparent, verifiable, and open to all citizens; 

WHEREAS the platform of the Democratic Party of the State of Washington gives support for significantly shortening the 
process of selecting presidential nominees; 

WHEREAS the bylaws of the Democratic Party of the State of Washington Article XI, “Selection of Nominees, Candidates, 
and Delegates” allows for the election of candidates and delegates by voters who support the principles of the 
Democratic Party and wish to be publicly known as Democrats; 

WHEREAS participation in the 2016 precinct caucuses was 230,000 individuals or 6% of the registered voters; 

WHEREAS elections in Washington State are conducted by mail-in or drop-off ballot with a 21-day return window to allow 
for maximum participation.  This reduces interference by work, disability, medical, travel, or service conflicts; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the attendees of the Clark County Democratic Convention urge the Executive Board 
of the Washington State Democratic Central Committee (WSDCC), the Chair of the WSDCC, and the Executive Director 
of the WSDCC, to explore migration of the democratic presidential candidate selection process from the current caucus 
method to a primary ballot method; 
THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the delegate selection rules as stated in the Charter of the Democratic 
Party of the State of Washington Article VI, “Party Organization Convened Periodically” shall use the Presidential 
Preference Primary to elect delegates to each caucus and convention in the proportion allotted from the Presidential 
Preference Primary result and as approved by the National Delegate Selection Rules. 
THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the WSDCC Chair coordinate with the Secretary of State to work towards 
implementing a Presidential Preference Primary. 
THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the WSDCC Chair encourage the State Legislature to enact legislation in 
support of a Presidential Preference Primary. 
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Many thanks to the Resolutions Committee for their work in compiling and presenting these resolutions from the March26 
Precinct Caucuses: 
 

Carrie Parks; Chair Resolutions Committee 
Marsha Manning 
Michelle Akizuki 

Jeff Conger 
Jose Santiago 
Coralee Brewer 

 


